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AN ACT
AMENDING SECTIONS 2 AND 3 OF REPUBLIC ACT NUMBER 
8187, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “ PATERNITY LEAVE ACT 

OF 1995” AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

A common-law marriago is a relationship between a man and a woman 
who live exclusively with each other just like a husband and wife without the 
benefit o f marriage or when the marriage is void. Under the Family Code, the 
effects o f a common-law relationship is expressly recognized. For instance, 
property relations between a man and a woman in a common-law relationship 
are expressly governed under the Family Code (Art. 147). Even illegitimate 
children o f common-law spouses are entitled to support (Arts. 195, 196, 197, 
200, and 201, Family Code o f the Philippines) and to inheritance (Art. 988 to 
994, Civil Code o f the Philippines). Moreover, no license is necessary fo r the 
marriage o f a man and a woman who have lived together as husband and wife 
for at least five years and without legal impediment to marry each other are 
exempt from the requirement o f marriage license should they decide to get 
married (Art. 34, Family Code o f the Philippines).

The ‘live-in” relationship, also called “common-law relationship” is 
common in the Philippines. In 2007, the total population o f the Philippines is 
88.6 million. O f the household population 10 years old and over, 45.3 percent 
o f the population were married while 44.3 percent were never married. Those 
in common law relationship are placed at 4.5% or almost four (4) million of the 
population, with the proportion o f females higher than men (50.7%) [PCW, 13 
May 2014). Although the proportion o f the population in common-law








