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EXPLANATORY NOTE

“A lying witness can make as positive an identification as a truthful witness 
can. The lying witness can also say as forthrightly and unequivocally, ‘He did it! ’ 
without blinking an eye.

In our criminal justice system, the testimony of a witness, especially that of 
an eyewitness, is crucial. The direct and positive identification by a witness is 
given considerable weight by our courts. In the same vein, prosecutors often rely 
on testimonies under oath or sworn affidavits in finding probable cause for the 
purpose of filing information before the courts. It is therefore a fundamental rule 
that sworn testimonies should be honest and should not leave any room for 
inconsistency and untruthfulness.

Testimonies before the court and sworn affidavits are made under the 
sacred oath of truth. However, it is worrying that the sacredness of statements 
made before the courts and that of sworn affidavits are being disregarded. The 
assertion of falsehood, under oath or affirmation, is becoming prevalent. False 
testimonies and sworn statements are sometimes being used to support malicious 
complaints with the intent of harassing and persecuting innocent persons. This 
pernicious practice is aimed not only to harass innocent persons but also to put 
them behind bars and make their families suffer. It is noteworthy that because of 
these untruthful and inconsistent statements, we have witnessed how some men 
were robbed of their youth and freedom for a long period of time only to be freed 
later on account that the reason for their incarceration was based on a “polluted 
source”.

The prevalence of untruthful testimonies and statements may be deterred if 
public officials and employees are responsible and prudent. They shall exercise 
vigilance in their quest for the truth, and uphold the rule of law and not their thirst 
for victory at the expense of others. However, it is appalling that public officials 
and employees, themselves, encourage, induce or even force a person to assert 
falsehood under oath.

1 LEJANO versus PEOPLE OF THE PHILIPPINES, G.R. No. 176389. December 14,2010.












