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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Philippines is know n a s  the  cen ter of m arine  biodiversity, having 

ab o u t tw o-thirds of the know n m arine species of the  Pacific living in  its  coastal 

w aters. S harks, as  p reda to rs  of the  sea, play a  vital role in regulating  

the  ecological balance-, particu larly  the  h ealth  of im p o rtan t com m ercial fish species, 

population balance, an d  protection of coral reefs. As such , ou r coun try  plays a  

crucial role in  protecting these  m arine species.

Despite the ir im portance, these  sea  c rea tu res  hav< been  h u n te d  by h u m a n s  

for the ir m eat an d  fins. CNN an d  a  conservation group called S h ark  Savers s ta te  

th a t, “u p  to 100 million sh a rk s  are killed annually , -with som e sh a rk  populations 

declining by as  m uch  as  90 p ercen t.”

N um erous law s h a \ e been  p u t in  place to protect our environm ent ap d  its 

flora an d  fauna. The 1987 C onstitu tion  provides th a t, “[tine S tate  shall p ro tect and  

advance the  right of the  people to a  ba lanced  an d  healt' ijuI ecology in  accord  w ith 

the  rhy thm  an d  harm ony cf n a tu re .”

Similarly, Republic Act 9146 or the  Wildlife R ecources C onservation an d  

Protection Act states, th a t  “it shall be the  policy of tire S tate  to conserve the  

cou n try ’s -wildlife resources, the ir h a b ita ts  an d  susta inab ility ,” an d  shall w ork










