
SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF THE PHILIPPINES 

First Regular Session

SENATE
S.B. No. , * ^ 4 9

BILLS &

In troduced by: Senator Paolo Benigno "B am " A. A qu ino  IV

AN ACT INSTITUTIONALIZING A NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR PROMOTING INCLUSIVE BUSINESS 
MODELS FOR POVERTY REDUCTION, INCLUSIVE GROWTH AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, AND

FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In the recently concluded Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation or APEC Summit held in the 
Manila, we had the first ever high-level discussion on Inclusive Business, which promoted the idea of 
companies taking part in development, not just through philanthropy but also through their 
products and supply chains.

Under this inclusive business umbrella are social enterprises as well as large corporations 
that utilize their products, services, or even their supply chains to help poor communities create a 
sustainable industry and become financially successful.

This concept of business taking part in nation-building and social development is finally 
catching on and all over the world, allies in the fight against poverty have found an effective weapon 
-  conscientious entrepreneurship -  to beat poverty and create prosperity.

There is no better time than now to establish policies in support of this movement.

"Inclusive Business (IB)," as defined in this measure, refers to "a business approach that 
provides decent work and economic opportunities or relevant and affordable goods or services for 
poor and low income and/or marginalized sectors of society by making them part of the 
organization's core operations as producers, consumers, workers, owners or business partners, 
directly contributing to improved living standards, poverty reduction and systemic inclusion in a 
manner that is sustainable, in scale or scalable, and replicable."

The Inclusive Business Bill provides for the establishment of a national strategy for the 
promotion of Inclusive Businesses to be implemented by a new office, the Inclusive Business Center. 
The bill also provides policies for IB accreditation, and providing support and incentives for IBs and 
their community partners, including social enterprises.

A key strategy for providing sustainable livelihood and reducing poverty, especially in the 
countryside, is by integrating poor communities as suppliers of goods and/or services in the value 
chain of large businesses.






















